Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / July 17

Letter to Congressional Leaders on

Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

July 16, 2004

Dear :

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104—
114), (the “Act”), I hereby determine and
report to the Congress that suspension for
6 months beginning August 1, 2004, of the
right to bring an action under title III of the
Act is necessary to the national interests of
the United States and will expedite a transi-
tion to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard G.
Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7 802—Captive Nations
Week, 2004

July 16, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Each year during Captive Nations Week,
the United States reaffirms our commitment
to building a world where human rights, de-
mocracy, and freedom are respected and
protected by the rule of law. As Americans,
we believe the nonnegotiable demands of
human dignity must be upheld without re-
gard to race, gender, creed, or nationality.
We stand in solidarity with those living under
repressive regimes who seek democracy and
peaceful changes in their homelands.

1323

Throughout our Nation’s history, our brave
men and women in uniform have fought for
the freedom of those suffering under authori-
tarian governments. From Nazi Germany to
Bosnia, and Afghanistan to Iraq, American
service members have fought to remove bru-
tal leaders. The American people and their
generous contributions have helped to re-
build traumatized nations and given the op-
pressed hope for the future. More than a year
ago, American service members and our coa-
lition partners freed the Iraqi people from
a dictatorship that routinely tortured and ex-
ecuted innocent civilians. Since then, Ameri-
cans have helped the Iraqi people establish
institutions for the protection of human
rights, based on democratic principles, to en-
sure that freedom will endure in the new
Iraq.

Earlier this summer, as our Nation paid
respect to President Ronald Reagan, we rec-
ognized his contributions to ending the Cold
War and advancing freedom around the
world. In his first Inaugural Address, Presi-
dent Reagan said: “Above all, we must realize
that no arsenal or no weapon in the arsenals
of the world is so formidable as the will and
moral courage of free men and women. It
is a weapon our adversaries in today’s world
do not have. It is a weapon that we as Ameri-
cans do have.” These words carry forward
today as we continue to push for democratic
freedoms and human rights around the
world.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation designating the third week in
July of each year as “Captive Nations Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 18 through July 24,
2004, as Captive Nations Week. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities and to reaffirm their commitment
to all those seeking liberty, justice, and self-
determination.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of July, in the
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of



